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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 6 and 8-13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Regarding claim 6, there is improper antecedent basis for "the screen" in line 2. 

b. Regarding claim 8, there is improper antecedent basis for "the schedule" in line 6. 

c. Regarding claims 9-13, it appears that the claims should depend from claim 8, not claim 
7. To expedite prosecution, the examiner will examine claims 9-13 as if they depend from claim 
8. 

d. Regarding claim 1 1, it appears that "recording" in line 2 should be —receiving-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rolf et al., US 
5,555,536 (hereinafter Rolf). 

a. Regarding claim 1, Rolf teaches a method for implementing a function of timing and 
sound reminding in a voice recorder, the method comprising the following steps: (a) after 
initiating the voice recorder, a user pressing a mode button for setting a mode switch ("MODE 
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switch," col. 7, 1. 38); (b) the user pressing the mode button for selecting a recording, going to 
step (c); or playing function with timer, going to step (d); (c) the user pressing the time setting 
button for setting a timer (col. 10, 11. 28-30); (d) the user pressing the time setting button for 
setting a time and date of a schedule (col. 8, 11. 57-58); (e) a central processing unit saving a 
recording data into a memory according to the setting of the switch of the menu after 
identification, or reading the recording data in the memory for playing of the data after receiving 
a notice signal (col. 2, 11. 46-47). 

b. Regarding claim 2, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. Rolf also teaches wherein the timer of step (c) being capable of programming the period 
of the timer by a number that the user presses the setting button (see buttons on timer, Fig. 9). 

c. Regarding claim 3, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. Rolf also teaches wherein the period of the timer is 1, 3, 10, 20 or 30 minutes 
("preselected amount of time," col. 10, 11. 29-30; the preselected amount of time preselected by 
the user can by 1, 3, 10, 20 or 30 minutes). 

d. Regarding claim 4, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. Rolf also teaches wherein the notice signal in step (e) being an alert sounded like "gi" M gi" 
generated from a beeper directed by the central processing unit (speaker 22, Fig. 2, generates 
sound). 

e. Regarding claim 5, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. Rolf also teaches wherein the notice signal in step (e) being a vibration notice signal 
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generated from a vibrator directed by the central processing unit (speaker 22, Fig. 2, produces 
sound, which is also a vibration). 

f. Regarding claim 6, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. Rolf also teaches wherein the notice signal in step (e) is displayed on the screen of LCD 
by the central processing unit ("liquid crystal display," col. 4, 1. 52). 

g. Regarding claim 7, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. Rolf also teaches wherein the notice signal in step (e) is a twinkling light of LED 
controlled by the central processing unit ("light emitting diodes," col. 4, 11. 52-53). 

h. Regarding claim 8, Rolf teaches a voice recorder with sound reminder comprising: a 
central processing unit (30, Fig. 2) for managing and controlling a whole calendar of the voice 
recorder, and for managing and moving the action of peripheral modules and signal data by 
reading the schedule and event preliminarily set in the switch module; or displaying a part of the 
schedule or event of the whole calendar of the voice recorder by a display module (12, Fig. 2), or 
playing a voiceprint data pointed by the central processing unit through a speaker module (22, 
Fig. 2); a time controlling circuit (30, Fig. 2) comparing whether or not the planning time of the 
schedule being consistent with the present time; a switch module (30, Fig. 2), the output of the 
switch module connecting to the central processing unit, and the switch module comprising a 
Read Only Memory (ROM) (32, Fig. 2) having a software program preliminary burned therein, 
and the central processing unit implementing the function of recording, playing, alert or sound 
reminding by the software program; a memory module (18, Fig. 2), the memory module 
changing the data thereof only when the central processing unit providing a voltage thereon, and 
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the memory module being controlled by the central processing unit for saving the data therein or 
reading the data by the central processing unit; a voice recording module (18, Fig. 2) for 
collecting voiceprint data and transferring the voiceprint data to a digital signal and inputting the 
digital signal to the central processing unit; a speaker and vibration module controlled by the 
central processing unit for transferring the digital signal input from the central processing unit to 
an acoustic wave and broadcasting outward; a display module (12, Fig. 2) controlled by the 
central processing unit for displaying the digital signal input from the central processing unit via 
LCD or LED (col. 4, 11. 51-53); a recording/playing circuit (18, Fig. 2) being a hardware device 
for the central processing unit implementing the recording function and transferring the recorded 
voice to digitized data and saving the data in a Random Access Memory (RAM) ("utilize digital 
technology in place of cassettes to store voice data and other audio data," col. 1, 11. 39-43). 
i. Regarding claim 9, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 8 
above. Rolf also teaches wherein the speaker and vibration module is a horn (22, Fig. 2; a 
speaker is a "horn," i.e. usually electrical device that makes a noise like that of a horn), 
j. Regarding claim 10, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 
8 above. Rolf also teaches wherein the speaker and vibration module is a vibrator (22, Fig. 2; a 
speaker creates vibrations that the ear interprets as sound). 

k. Regarding claim 11, Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 
8 above. Rolf also teaches wherein the voice receiving module is a microphone (20, Fig. 2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rolf in 
view of Treyz et al., US 6,678,215 (hereinafter Treyz). 

a. Regarding claim 12: 

Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 8 above. 

Rolf does not teach wherein the voice recorder connects to a personal computer via a 
USB transmission port for transmitting data. 

Treyz teaches a digital audio device, including an alarm clock radio or other audio device 
(12, Fig. 1; col. 8, 11. 32-40), with a USB connection (col. 10, 11. 25-31) for transferring data. 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Rolf to include a USB transmission port as taught by Treyz, 
because a person having ordinary skill in the art would recognize that a USB port would allow a 
user to import schedule data from other devices, thereby increasing the functionality and 
commercial desirability of the device, 
b. Regarding claim 1 3 : 

Rolf teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 8 above. 

Rolf does not teach wherein the voice recorder connects to a personal computer via an 
infrared transmission interface for transmitting data. 

Treyz teaches a digital audio device, including an alarm clock radio or other audio device 
(12, Fig. 1; col. 8, 11. 32-40), with an infrared connection (col. 10, 11. 1-24) for transferring data. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Rolf to include an infrared transmission interface as taught by 
Treyz, because a person having ordinary skill in the art would recognize that a USB port would 
allow a user to import schedule data from other devices, thereby increasing the functionality and 
commercial desirability of the device. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leo T. Hinze whose telephone number is (571) 272-2167. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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